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 Teacher’s Guide 
 Mock Exams 

1) Timing
Each section is individually timed. Timings are written on
the teachers answer sheet (at the end of this guide).

Practice questions are completed outside of the time limit.

Students must get used to working out their start and end
times and jotting them down on their exam paper, for every
single section. Teachers must not tell students the start
and end times, they need to work it out for themselves.

E.g.
Start  11:07 
End    11:22 

Might be a good idea to stop their time 30 seconds into the 
section and check who did and did not work out their start 
and end times (the vast majority won't have, or they will 
only do it for the first section and forget about it for the 
rest of the mock). This calculation must only be done once 
their time has started, because they're not allowed to write 
anything outside of the time limit. 

Students cannot manage their time if they don't even know 
what time they're going to finish, and they cannot know 
what time they're going to finish if they don't know what 
time they started. 



Every few minutes students should be looking at the clock 
so they know whether they're working too fast or too slow. 

Also, for the really short sections, like NVR 3 minutes we 
don't advise they spend time writing down start and end 
times, since the time is so short, they can’t afford to waste 
it, they should just look at the clock and know what time 
they're going to finish. 

In the 11 plus exam, they won't have a digital timer on the 
board, they need to get used to keeping an eye on the 
clock.  

The teacher should have their own digital timer which only 
they can see, maybe on their phone, or even on the tablet. 
Please turn off the TV screens so students can not use the 
digital time as they won’t have this in their real exams. 

Time limits are not so strict at this stage. It’s their first 
mock exam. If they need a few extra minutes to finish, we 
can give them that. Timings will become stricter as the 
months go on with absolute strict timings around 
July/August. 

You should go straight into the mock exam at the start of 
the lesson, do not start with marking homework, you'll run 
out of time on the mock.  

Keep in mind it will take about 25/30 minutes to read out 
the answers and collect in the scores. 

The mock exam itself will take about 90 minutes plus 30 
minutes marking and collecting scores plus break in 
between, plus the extra time, this will easily take up the 
majority of the lesson. 



Time management is a huge component of what students 
need to get used to with these mock exams. 

Students are to be given a time warning when there is  
1 minute remaining – this is the only time warning they are 
given. 

2) Scores
Scores must be logged on the excel sheet. 

The level of these mocks is very similar to the real 11 plus 
exam, and the students are about 10 months away from the 
11 plus, so they're not expected to get really high scores 
right from the start. On the first mock exam, they're not 
expected to get higher than about 50%. If they get approx. 
50% on the first mock they’ve done quite well. Anything 
below 40% would be a concern. 

The next mock exam is at the end of January, with 1 at the 
end of February and another one at the end of March (after 
which they will have a mock exam almost every week). Their 
scores should typically go up by about 5-10% each month, 
eventually achieving about 75-85% around July/August. 

Students must write down their score breakdown on their 
exam paper, as shown below: 



 

3) Marking and Cheating 
The pressure of achieving good scores will cause students 
to cheat whilst marking their work even if they seem like 
the type not to cheat. We've learnt over the years there isn't 
a type who cheat, when the pressure is on – they are all 
capable of it. Every year we see some of the most 
intelligent students, very capable, yet perform poorly on 
the exams because they cannot handle the pressure. 
Unfortunately, the pressure comes hand in hand with 
exams like the 11 plus and this is something we need 
students to get over as quickly as possible. 
 
Anyone who gets over 45% their papers will be collected in 
and one of the admin team will re-mark their exam paper 
to double check them. 
 
Please warn students about marking their work correctly 
before you start marking. 
 
We need to get cheating out of their system very early on. 
We cannot help the students if we think they are doing 
really well, when the reality is otherwise. 
 
All mock exams are self-marked in a different coloured pen 
(no peer marking, that has its own issues), so nobody 
should be seen holding a pencil whilst marking. They will 
often leave the boxes blank during the exam and then fill 
them in whilst you read out the answers and then tick 
them. Another common one is for them to write in multiple 
answers for 1 question and then tick them. Quite often they 
might only cheat on a few questions per section thinking it 
won’t arouse suspicion, but those marks add up. 
 
It might be a good idea to collect in all the answering 
sheets once you’re done marking, and just have a quick 
flick through the pages. 



4) Lesson Format
It is likely the entire lesson will be spent on the mock exam. 

Students must complete the entire mock exam before we 
mark. We don’t mark after each section like in a normal 
lesson; students need to get used to the intensity of sitting 
two-1-hour papers. They can have their break around their 
usual break time, however, please ensure it’s at the end of 
a section and we’re not stopping in the middle of a section 
to have a break. 

They'll be given a 2nd blank answering sheet, which they 
take home and re-attempt the entire paper again from 
scratch – this is the homework on a mock exam week. 

At the start of the following lesson, you'll mark their 2nd 
attempt, log their 2nd attempt scores on excel, and then go 
through the entire mock exam question by question and 
explain anything they've got wrong. (If there happens to be 
time left, you'll start the next lesson pack.) 

5) Parent-Teacher Meetings
Meetings with parents will follow the first few mock 
exams, so we can address any issues early on. 

We need to put plans in place for students who are 
struggling in specific areas, we can print extra content for 
them to cover at home, extra work for them to do during 
their holidays etc. Please let the manager know what work 
is needed and for which students so we can get this 
printed for them and put a plan of action in place. 

Any plans put in place, please log them on Trello so the 
whole team is onboard and aware. 



6) Students Answering Sheets
There is to be no working out on the answering sheet 
itself, answering sheets need to be clean. Working out on 
the exam paper only. 

Students must rub out wrong answers and not cross 
them out. 

Students must tick the answering sheet as they go along 
and not transfer their answers at the end, if they get used 
to transferring answers at the end and they run out of 
time, they could end up losing marks for entire sections. 

Again, it might be a good idea to collect in all the answering 
sheets once you’re done marking, and just have a quick 
flick through the pages. 

7) Equipment
There is to be no use of any other equipment such as 
highlighters, pens, rulers, protractors etc. 

Pencils and erasers only. 



Set A - Paper 1 

Section 1: Verbal Reasoning 
- Comprehension

1) B
Lines 2-3 state that there are "children dressed up as monsters" on
Halloween, which is one of the reasons the writer gives for it being
the spookiest night of the year.

2) A
Lines 13 states that the Otherworld was said to be "the realm
of spirits". A 'realm' means a kingdom, so the Celts believed that
this is where the spirits lived.

3) D
Lines 15-16 state that the Celts "may have sacrificed cattle and
crops" to "please the spirits".

4) B
Lines 17-20 state that one of the activities "on this night''
(31st October) was "choosing a nut to roast on the fire".

5) D
Line 11 states that Samhain was celebrated on "31st October",
and line 25 states that "All Hallows' Day" is "celebrated on
1st November'', which is the day after.

6) B
Lines 23-24 state that "Celtic traditions like Samhain began to fall
out of favour", which means that Celtic traditions weren't as popular.

7) B
Line 34 states that the people who answered their doors "asked the
soulers to pray for the souls of their relatives", not that the soulers
themselves asked people to pray for them.

8) C
Lines 35-36 state that the "tradition of souling" moved away
from its roots and "evolved into the trick-or-treating that is often
practised on Halloween today."

9) A

Lines 38-40 state that "Halloween's popularity in the British Isles 
dwindled" as celebrations like "Guy Fawkes Night'' were introduced. 

10) D
Line 42 states that at first "Halloween was only celebrated in some
Southern United States".

11) D
Lines 43-45 state that "Halloween's popularity increased in
the United States" when "a large number of Irish and Scottish
immigrants moved there."

12) B
Line 36 states that "trick-or-treating" is "often practised on
Halloween today", and lines 50-51 state that having "houses
covered with gruesome decorations" is also currently a "popular
part'' of Halloween.

13) C

Lines 55-56 state that "In 2017, it was estimated that £25 million 
would be spent in Britain on pumpkin carving alone." 

14) C
Lines 45-47 describe popular Halloween activities in the United
States in the 1900s, line 50 states that "horror films" are popular
during Halloween, and lines 51-53 state that "Halloween in the UK"
has become "increasingly similar to the celebrations in the United
States." However, the amount spent on Halloween costumes is not
mentioned.
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15) B
In lines 56-57, the writer states that Halloween has become "larger
and more spectacular", and that it is "hard to imagine" the "simpler
beginnings" of Halloween. This suggests that they think it has
changed a lot since it was first celebrated.

16) A
"numerous" means 'several' or 'various'.

17) B
"brought about'' means 'caused' or 'led to', so the phrase means
that new traditions started.

18) A
"evolved" means 'developed or changed over time'.

19) C

"dwindled" means 'became smaller' or 'declined'. 

20) D
"gruesome" means 'frightening' or 'horrible'.

Section 2: Verbal Reasoning 
-Synonyms

1) sip
Both words mean 'to take in liquid'.

2) healthy
Both words mean 'in good physical condition'.

3) complain
Both words mean 'to moan'.

4) finish
Both words mean 'to conclude'.

5) celebrated
Both words mean 'well known'.

6) tasty
Both words mean 'having a pleasant flavour'.

7) chat
Both words mean 'a talk'.

8) loot
Both words mean 'to take without permission'.

9) shatter
Both words mean 'to separate into pieces'.

10) peaceful
Both words mean 'tranquil'.

11) sickness
Both words mean 'ill health'.

12) clutch
Both words mean 'to take and hold something firmly'.

13) shut
Both words mean 'to cover or seal'.

14) student
Both words mean 'someone who learns through studying'.

15) complicated
Both words mean 'difficult'.

16) fix
Both words mean 'to mend'.
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3 a) 25 
There are 12 marks for right-handed boys and 13 marks for 
right-handed girls. 12 + 13 = 25. 

3 b) 4
/16

There are 4 marks for left-handed boys and 12 marks for 
right-handed boys, so there are 4 + 12 = 16 boys in total. 
As a fraction, the number of boys that are left-handed is 41,6. 

4 a) 69 
The first two odd numbers in the list are 3 and 23. To multiply 
these numbers, partition 23 into 20 and 3, and multiply each part 
separately: 20 x 3 = 60, 3 x 3 = 9, so 23 x 3 = 60 + 9 = 69. 

4 b) 105 
45 (5 x 9) and 60 (5 x 12) are the only multiples of 5 in the list. 
45 + 60 = 105. 

4 c) 60 - 32 > 45 - 23 
'>' means more than. 60 - 32 = 28 and 45 -23 = 22. 
28 > 22, so 60 - 32 > 45 - 23 is true. 

5 a) 456 
Partition 912 into 900 and 12, and divide each part by 2: 
900 + 2 = 450, 12 + 2 = 6, so 912 + 2 = 450 + 6 = 456. 

5 b) 1432 
First add the extra 640 books to 912. Partition 640 into 
600 and 40 and add them separately: 912 + 600 = 1512 
and 1512 + 40 = 1552. 
You then need to subtract the books donated. 
Partition 120 into 100 and 20 and subtract each part separately: 
1552 -100 = 1452 and 1452 -20 = 1432. 

6 a) white 
'White' is the third highest bar on the chart. 

6 b) 34 
Add up the number of cars that are not blue: 
11 + 10 + 4 + 9 = 34 cars. 

6 c) £35.00 
There are 4 + 10 = 14 red and black cars, so you need to multiply 
£2.50 by 14: £2.50 x 10 = £25 and £2.50 x 4 = £10, 
SO £2,SQ X 14 = £25 + £10 = £35. 

7 a) 3 
A regular polygon has equal side lengths. The first shape (square), 
second shape (regular pentagon) and the fifth shape (regular 
hexagon) have equal side lengths. The third shape (irregular 
hexagon) and fourth shape (isosceles triangle) do not. 

7 b) 2/s 
A hexagon has 6 sides, so there are 2 hexagons (third and fifth 
shapes). So 2 out of 5 or 2/s of the shapes are hexagons. 

8 a) 8:55 am 
The time shown on the clock is 5 minutes past 7 and you know the 
time is in the morning, so it's 7:05 am. Counting on 1 hour and 
50 minutes from this time gives you the time Rachel finished her 
run. 1 hour later than 7:05 am is 8:05 am and 50 minutes later 
than 8:05 am is 8:55 am. 

8 b) 11 minutes 
1 hour 50 minutes = 60 + 50 = 110 minutes. 
Divide this by 10 to find 11,0: 110 + 10 = 11 minutes. 

9 a) 100 
Oti has £10 and magazines cost 10p. 10p goes into £1 ten times, 
so with £10 Oti could buy 10 x 10 = 100 magazines. 
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9 b) £3.75 
A hardback cost £2.50 and three paperbacks cost 
£1.25 x 3 = £3.75. So Oti spent: £2.50 + £3.75 = £6.25 
and got £10 -£6.25 = £3.75 change. 

10 a) E 
Amelia's shape is divided into 8 equal parts. 4 out of 8 parts are 
shaded, which is equivalent to half of the shape. Half of shape E is 
also shaded. 

10 b) 3 
There are 4 lines of symmetry as shown here: 

Amelia has already drawn the line shown in bold, 
so there are 4 -1 = 3 more lines to be drawn. 

11 a) 400m 
Change one of the units so both distances are in m or km 
- m are easier to use here. To convert km to m you multiply by
1000, so 1.8 km is 1800 m. 1800 m - 1400 m = 400 m.

11 b) 1439 m 
To become 1400 m when rounded to the nearest hundred, the 
distance must be bigger than or equal to 1350 m and less than 
1450 m. This is only true for 1439 m. 

12 a) £4.50 
5 x 9 = 45. 90 is 10 times bigger than 9, 
so Sp x 90 = 45 x 10 = 450p which is the same as £4.50. 

12 b) 30 
2/3 of the stickers are purple, so 1 -2/3 = 

1/3 of the stickers are not
purple. % of 90 is 90 + 3 = 30. 

12 c) 42 cm 
The perimeter of the shape is made up of six 3 cm lengths 
and six 4 cm lengths. 3 x 6 = 18 and 4 x 6 = 24, 
so the perimeter is 18 + 24 = 42 cm. 

13 a) 0.46 m 
Luke is the tallest with a height of 1.65 m. 
Bill is the shortest with a height of 1.19 m. 
Subtract Bill's height from Luke's height: 

1 .s.B' 15
-1 . 1  9

0 . 4 6

13 b) 183 cm 
Change Manon's height to centimetres: 
1 m = 100 cm, so 1.47 m = 1.47 x 100 = 147 cm. 
Add on 36 cm using the column method: 

1 4 7 
+ 3 6

1 8 3
-1-

13 c) 8 
Aziz's height is 1.2 m. Try multiplying 1.2 m by different numbers 
to see how many times it goes into 10 m. Using the times tables, 
you know 12 x 8 = 96. 1.2 is 10 times smaller than 12, 
so 1.2 m x 8 = 9.6 m. You also know 12 x 9 = 108, 
so 1.2 m x 9 = 10.8 m. This is too big, so Aziz's height 
can fit into the height of his house 8 whole times. 
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25) C

The figure is rotated 45 degrees clockwise. Option A is 
a rotated reflection. Option B has the wrong shading. 
In option D, the black rectangles and the three white 
squares next to them are in the wrong place. 

26) C

The figure is rotated 90 degrees clockwise. Option A is a
rotated reflection. In option B, the spiral is going in the wrong
direction. In option D, the spiral is the wrong shape.

27) B

The figure is rotated 180 degrees. In option A, the shading 
is wrong. In options C and D, the layering is wrong. 

28) B

All other figures contain only one type of shading. 

29) D

In all other figures, the head of the snake is pointing to the right.

30) D

In all other figures, the circle and the triangle
are on the same side of the dividing line.

31) A

In all other figures, the tallest tree is on the left-hand side. 

32) C

All other figures contain five black diamonds.

33) E

All other figures are identical apart from shading and rotation.

34) C

In all other figures, the shading of the car's front 
wheel matches the shading of its windows. 
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